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ABSTRACT

The title of the dessertation is: "Syncretist Propositions On Women's Issues Between Islam
And Secularism (A Critical Study)

'The importance of this subject. stems from three axes. Firstly, the issue of women's rights

and liberty which has been witnessing an intensive cultural struggle between Muslim propagandists
and a network of antagonists within as well without the Muslim World. Sécondly, the increasing activi-
ty of syncretists in the field of defending the contestations directed againsl Islam as well as the
widespread presence of the syncretist in visual and audible mass media in a way that
lent considerable popularity to their propositions, especially with a noticeable absence
of the approaches of judiciousness or with a random presence on the front of mass media which can
reach the largest number of people and affect their conceptions. Thirdhy, the secularist's adoption of
some of the syncretist' symbols and propesitions; not out of liking for them, but rather because the
secularist consider these symbls and propositiens as a step on the way of emancipation from the
authority of the riligious text.

The objective of the dessertation is to shed light upon the emergence of syncretism, as well as
on its motives and effects on the cultural arena, in a fair way that reflects its advantages and
disadvantages.

Besides, the dessertation aims to shed light upon the vast differnce of starting points and goals
of both the syncretist and secular doctrines; albeit the two schools agree coincidentally on some issues.

The dessertation's methodology of research concerning the syncretist's views begins first with
propovnding the secularist's skepticisms regarding each one of the women's issues. After that the
methodology of research reviews the syncretist's views regarding the same skepticisms. Then the
dessertation evaluates the syncretist's views before finally concluding with the author's own con-
ception regarding the whole subject.

In its frst chapter, the dessertation includes terminological definitions of skepticism, scularism
and syncretism. '

The second chapter studies the syncretist doctrine's symbols and metives as well as the secular-
ist's attitudes towards them.

The third chapter deals with the syncretist's attitudes to the secularist's skepticisms regarding
issues such as inheritance (men's) guardianship, blood money, testimony, beating women and divorce.
The second investigation of the third chapter studies the issue of the ‘Battle of the Veil, while the third in-
vestigation deals with the issue of polygyny with its five examinations, the role of mass media in de-
faming this issue, the syncretist's calls for polyandry and their calls for dropping the docrtrinal (re-
ligious) precondition concering the marriage of a Muslim woman te a non-Muslim man; and their calls
for changing the personal status laws. The fourth investigation discusses the issue of women's
governorship (Great Imamship) between the syncretist and the secularist.

The Fifth investigation is a study of the formative (psychological, mental and biologi-
ca.l) differences between the two sexes (i.e. males and females), the effects of these differenc-
es in the role of each sex in populating life, the integration of the social roles of both sexes,
how the Islamic Shari'a laws take these formative differences into consideration, and how sci-
ence, mind and historical experience all articulate the veracity and truness of the divine

laws in a way that shows them (i.e. the syncretist and the seularist) Allah's signs in the human
souls as well as in reality. ‘
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